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the parents of both bride and bridegroom contribute
to the new couple, in terms of marriage gifts and dowry,
a set of objects, consisting of personal belongings, as a
nucleus of family property. The new couple now
have a room, more or less, for themselves. But from
the point of view of the bride, she has at the same time
lost at least a considerable amount of her right over the
objects in her own parents' house. When she goes
back after marriage, she is a guest, the more so if her
parents are dead and the house is owned by her
brother. She is admitted into her husband's house.
But she cannot behave there freely as in her own
parents' house. Her right to use objects is in practice
very limited. She has no share in the personal objects
of other members in the Chia except those of her
husband. It is she who starts the disintegrative
tendency in the collective economy of the Chia.
The centralized system in the domestic economy, as
described in the above section, reduces the indepen-
dence of the young couple. The parental control is
necessary for the development of a child, but the
persistence of such control over him after his marriage
is a different matter. A full member of the com-
munity needs a certain amount of property under his
own disposal and a normal functioning »of a family
requires a larger material basis ; but these are pre-
cluded by the centralized system of the Chia economy.
The demand for economic independence of the young
then becomes one of the disorganizing forces, and
finally leads to the division of the group.
The process of division is one of the most important
steps in the transmission of property from the parents
to the child. Through the process the young acquire
a legal title over a part of the property formerly

